
Short report on BrIAS and its activities



2018: our mission

Yvon Englert and Caroline Pauwels,  
asked respectively Serge Jaumain and 
Frank Deconinck to plan and 
implement BrIAS as the first Belgian 
Institute for Advanced Studies, 
dedicated to stimulate R&D ideas, 
foster cooperation between ULB and 
VUB, and contribute to the scientific 
prestige of our universities and the 
Brussels Region.
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Why in Brussels ?

Brussels is a patchwork of socio-
economic and cultural 
environments. 
It offers a unique potential for
creativity and ground-breaking 
progress, making it very 
attractive to all those who want 
to help shape a harmonious and 
sustainable future. 



BrIAS: incubator of ideas
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BrIAS strives to be an incubator of ideas – preferably 
disruptive –
• on a theme of importance to sustainable 

development, 
• by inviting high-level scientists, "Fellows", from 

different disciplines and socio-cultural 
backgrounds, to discuss and collaborate in total 
academic freedom, leading to mutual emulation 
and cross-fertilisation,

• in an environment free of daily hassles, 
• to allow science to advance on unforeseen paths. 



Interdisciplinary brainstorming

To optimise disruptive, creative 
thinking, one should bring together 
several high-level researchers from a 
wide spectrum of disciplines around 
a general theme. They should be 
able to work and spend a 
reasonable time together in a 
stimulating environment. 
BrIAS offers such an environment. 
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Solvay attendants 1911



BrIAS Fellows

Until today, BrIAS welcomed 61 Senior Fellows, 20 Junior Fellows 
and 2 Resident Artists to discuss, challenge, brainstorm and 
propose ideas for future research. 
The fellows came from more than 30 countries, including 
developing countries, and stayed between one and several 
months.
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2021-2023 theme: “The past, present and 
future of food, climate and sustainability”. 

60 Talks, 36 Workshops, 8 
Forums and 2 Writeshops, 
approached from highly 
diverse disciplines: 
archaeobotany, plant 
physiology, politics, genetics, 
economy, climatology, 
nutrition, sustainable 
agriculture, history …
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2024-2025 theme: Robots and AI as 
enablers or disablers of the UN SDGs

• Already 65 talks at seminars 
and one-day or two-day
forums on Robots and
Agriculture, Human-Robot 
Collaboration, Sustainable
Robotic Technologies, War & 
Peace and Robotics…
• All talks broadcasted via 

both Teams and the BrIAS
YouTube channel.
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Local and international networking

Next to the fellows, over 250 
guest speakers were invited from 
more than 70 universities, 
research institutes or policy 
centres. 
Also, more than 25 companies, 
both local and international, 
were involved with the activities, 
thereby networking them with 
international and local specialists.
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Contact data and social media
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BrIAS directors
Serge Jaumain Serge.Jaumain@ulb.be
Frank Deconinck  frank.deconinck@vub.be

BrIAS Administrative manager
Anja Garone anja.garone@vub.be

Media
• https://brias.be/
• https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2DaPM77UyFym84aLM6YOVQ
• https://www.linkedin.com/company/vub-ulb-brias-be/
• https://www.facebook.com/Brussels-Institute-for-Advanced-Studies-Brias-151419377048726
• https://twitter.com/BrIAS_Social
• https://www.instagram.com/briasbrussels/
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Thank you, and have a 
fruitful seminar


